
Southern Baptist Convention
There are reportedly 12 million immigrants …who 
are living and working in America without legal sta-
tus, many of whom have children who are American 
citizens by birth….We urge citizen Christians to 

follow the biblical principle of caring for the for-
eigners among us (Deut. 24:17-
22) and the command of Christ 
to be a neighbor to those in need 
of assistance (Luke 10:30-37), 
regardless of their racial or eth-
nic background, country of 
origin or legal status. 

Unitarian Universalist 
Association
There are no easy answers, 
but the religious community 
is called to stand in solidarity 
with the oppressed….We are 
also called to acknowledge 
that racism has blinded most 
Americans to what takes 
place in our own kitchens, 
workshops and fields. For our 

nation to be whole, we must acknowl-
edge that our lives of privilege are 
supported in thousands of ways by 
people whose labor is invisible and 
whose suffering is hidden.

US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops
We...commit ourselves to continue to 
work at the national level to promote 
recognition of the human rights of all, 

regardless of their immigration status, 
and to advance fair and equitable legisla-
tion for refugees and prospective immi-
grants. …For the Church in the US to 
walk in solidarity with newcomers to 
our country is to live out our catholic-
ity as a Church.

Union for Reform Judaism
We have long supported a fair 
and generous immigration 
policy. Our people were and 
continue to be immigrants 
to this nation. We have ben-
efited from open doors and 
suffered when they were 
closed. ….As new legislation 
is proposed to confront issues 
raised by legal and illegal 
immigration, we support 
those efforts that compas-
sionately seek to regulate 
and to aid newcomers to this 
land, but we oppose those 
that will unduly restrict 
immigration or burden the 
lives of legal immigrants.

Immigration Facts 
From Working for a Better Life: A Profile of Immigrants  
in the New York State Economy, Fiscal  
Policy Institute, 2007 

New York State has the 
second largest immigrant 
population (4 million) 
in the nation. 

NYS has the nation’s most 
diversified mix of immi-
grants, coming from all 
around the world. 

Immigrants make 
up 21% of the state 
population with varia-
tions among regions: 
Upstate, 5% are for-
eign-born, 18% in the 
downstate suburbs and 
37% in NYC. 

The number of undocu-
mented immigrants in the 
U.S. is estimated at 10 mil-
lion (29% of all U.S. immi-
grants), while an estimated 
635,000 immigrants without 
legal status live in NYS, 16%  
of the state’s immigrant  
population. 

A Muslim Perspective
Prophet Muhammad, as Prophets 
Moses and Jesus (peace be upon 
them) before him did, taught that 
one is not a true believer until they 
love for others what they love 
for themselves. Our greatness 
as a country comes from our 
compassion towards our 
most vulnerable members….
An illegal person is still 
a human being. While no 
one should condone any-
one breaking our laws, we 
have to realize that unless 
the economic hardship in 
their home countries and 
our increasing demand for 
cheap unskilled labor are 
resolved, we will continue 
hypocritically to feed this 
influx while dehumanizing 
its victims. 

Sponsored by the 
Labor-Religion Coalition of NYS  
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until Thurs. March 6 at Noon

Let the values of our faiths lead the way
to justice for immigrants and all workers
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For information about the FAST, contact one of the following:
Labor-Religion Coalition of NYS   Brian O’Shaughnessy   518/213-6000 x 6294   

MORE INFORMATION AT www.labor-religion.org 

Allegany/ Olean
Jim McCabe 814/ 887-6058
jmccabe@pennswoods.net

Greater Binghamton
The Rev. Fred R. Brooks Jr. 
607/ 754-8277  fbrooksjr@stny.rr.com

Brockport  
Grace Carson 585/ 964-3956 or 
Barb Osterhaudt, osterhaudt@aol.com
Brockport Ecumenical Outreach 
Committee

Buffalo/ Western New York
Micaela Shapiro-Shellaby  
716/ 892-5877
micaelajaine@gmail.com

Capital District
Marjorie DeVoe 518/ 482-5595
LRCofCD@gmail.com

Elmira/ Southern Tier
Kathy Dubel 607/ 734-9784 x135
kdubel@dor.org

Ithaca/ Tompkins County
Edie Reagan 607/ 272-5062 x12
ereagan@dor.org

Mid-Hudson Valley
The Rev. Richard Witt 
845/ 485-8627
rcyrilwitt@aol.com

Mohawk Valley
Debra Hagenbuch 
315/ 735-6101
CNYLA1@dreamscape.com

New York City
Rabbi Michael Feinberg 
212/ 406-2156 x 4637
labrelig@aol.com

Syracuse/ Central 
New York
Pat Rector 315/ 474-4821
Pat.Rector@gmail.com


